
           
 
 

 
 

ARIZONA SUBSTANCE ABUSE EPIDEMIOLOGY WORK GROUP (EPI) 
Wednesday, September 20, 2017, 1:00 PM 

Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith and Family Conference Room B  
1700 E. Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 
 
 

Pursuant to ARS 38-431.02 (A) (2), the Arizona Substance Abuse Epidemiology Work Group can vote to go into Executive Session for the purpose of 
discussion or considering documents exempt by law from public inspection and/or discussion or consultation for legal advice with its attorney. 
 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.01 (H), the Arizona Substance Abuse Epidemiology Work Group may obtain public comment pertaining to any of the 
listed agenda items if it so desires. A formal call to the public will take place at the end of the meeting.  
 
 

MEETING AGENDA  
 

Agenda Item  Anticipated Action 
A. Call to Order*  John Vivian, Ph.D., Chair Discussion/Action 

   
B. Welcome/Introductions * All Discussion 

   
C. Review of Packet and Agenda*  John Vivian, Ph.D., Chair Discussion 

   
D. Approval of Minutes* 

 April 19, 2017 
John Vivian, Ph.D., Chair Discussion/Action 

 
   

E. Data Specific Needs Shana Malone, AHCCS Discussion 
   

F. Threat Assessment  James Ragan, AZ HIDTA Discussion 
     

G. Follow-ups from August ASAP meeting  John Vivian, Ph.D., Chair Discussion 
   

H. Using Data to Empower Arizona Communities 
Training Update 
 

Wendy Wolfersteig, Ph.D. Discussion 

   
I. 2017 Meeting Schedule*  

 October 18, 2017 
 November 15, 2017 
 December 20, 2017 

All Discussion 

   
J. Call to the Public*  John Vivian, Ph.D., Chair Action 

   
K. Adjourn * John Vivian, Ph.D., Chair Action 

   
* Standing agenda item.   

 
The next meeting of the Substance Abuse Epidemiology Work Group meeting will tentatively be held at the  

Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith and Family on Wednesday, October 18, 2017, at 1:00 pm. 



 

 
 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE EPIDEMIOLOGY WORK GROUP 
April 19, 2017 

1:00 p.m.  
Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith & Family  

1700 West Washington St. Phoenix, AZ 85007 
 
A general meeting of the Substance Abuse Epidemiology Work Group (Epi Work Group) was held on April 19, 2017 at the 
Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith & Family (GOYFF), 1700 West Washington St. Phoenix, AZ 85007, notice having been duly 
given. Present and absent were the following members of the Substance Abuse Epidemiology Work Group: 
 

Members Present (7) 

John Vivian, PhD., Arizona Department of Juvenile Corrections 
Catie Clark, Arizona Criminal Justice Commission 
Deborah Kurth, Ph.D., Administrative Office of the Courts, Juvenile Justice Division  
Douglas Kramer, Treatment Assessment Screening Center, Inc.   
S. Robert Bailey, Arizona Department of Health Services, Public Health Statistics  
Anne van Duijnhoven, Inter Tribal Council/Tribal Epidemiology Center 
Wendy Wolfersteig, Ph.D., Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center (via phone) 
 
 

Staff/Guests Present (4) Members Absent (5) 

Wendy Boyle, Arizona Criminal Justice Commission  Maria Aguilar-Amaya, Ph.D., Administrative Office of the Courts 
Marisol Diaz, Southwest Interdisciplinary Research Center  Peggy Glider, PhD., The University of Arizona 
Alexandra O’Hannon, Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith & 
Family  

JB Kinlacheeny, Navajo Epidemiology Center/Navajo Division of 
Health  

Deborrah Miller, Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith & Family Linda Jewell, Arizona Department of Child Safety 
 James Riggs, Arizona Department of Corrections  
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Call to Order 

• Dr. Vivian called the meeting to order at 1:10 pm with 7 members and 4 staff/guests present. 
 

Welcome/Introductions* 
• Dr. Vivian asked each member and guest to introduce him/herself.  

 
Review of Handouts* 

• Dr. Vivian did a quick review of the packet of meeting materials with members and guests.  
 

Approval of February Minutes* 
• Dr. Vivian requested a review of the meeting minutes. 

o Dr. Kurth moved to accept the minutes. Mr. Bailey seconded.  
• The motion passed with no dissenting votes. 

 
Approval of March Minutes* 

• Dr. Vivian requested a review of the meeting minutes. 
o Mr. Bailey moved to accept the minutes. 
o Dr. Vivian asked for the minor modification of spelling out acronyms such as CAPT (Center for the 

Application of Prevention Technologies) and AYS (Arizona Youth Survey).  
o Ms. Clark moved to accept the minutes as amended.  

• The motion passed with no dissenting votes. 
 

Announcement of Vice Chair  
• Dr. Vivian thanked Dr. Wolfersteig for her work as Chair during her tenure and was pleased that he was 

approached by several members who were interested in serving as Vice Chair.  
• After speaking with interested parties, Dr. Vivian was happy to announce that Ms. Clark will be taking the role of 

Vice Chair, and then as Chair at the end of his two-year term.  
• Ms. Clark thanked Dr. Vivian for his selection and support.   

 
Review of the April Arizona Substance Abuse Partnership (ASAP) Meeting   

 
• Dr. Vivian passed around a folder with information from the April Arizona Substance Abuse Partnership (ASAP) 

meeting. He suggested that moving forward, the Epi Work Group should distribute the actual minutes from the 
meeting which will give the Epi members a much better sense of what happened at the ASAP meeting.  

• Mrs. O’Hannon offered to help and make sure copies will be made for everyone.  
 

Presentation on the Opioid Work Group’s Efforts in Relation to the Opioid Epidemic  

• Mrs. Miller is the Co-Chair of the Prescription Drug work group and gave a quick summary of their current work.    
• One of the major items they are working on is an implementation plan. Once reviewed and accepted at the next 

meeting, Mrs. Miller will get that to Epi members so they know and can assess actionable items at the state and 
community level.  

• Dump the DrugsAZ.org is a website that can help locate a permanent Rx drop box near you. Through numerous 
partnerships, Arizona has more than 120 permanent Rx drug drop boxes statewide open year-round for anonymous 

http://azdhs.gov/gis/rx-drop-off-locations/index.php
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public use. Future plans are to make this a part of the Community Data Project (CDP) thus the community can be 
more aware of how to keep drugs off the street.  

• Ms. Miller informed the group that April 29 is National Prescription Drug Take Back Day. From 10am-2pm the Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) will give the public an opportunity to prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding their 
homes of potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs.   

• Another important upcoming event is the Hospital Discharge Summit on March 29, 2017 from 8:00am-4:30pm at the 
Desert Willow Conference Center. The Arizona Department of Health Services will look at existing hospital practices 
and identify setting standard guidelines for the discharge of patients with opioid use disorder or overdose.  

• Dr. Kurth asked Ms. Miller the question, what is your membership like?  Ms. Miller responded that they try to recruit 
the state agencies as well as reach out to local communities.   

Update on the Behavioral Health Codes  

• Mr. Bailey with the Arizona Department of Health Services reviewed the issue of the Behavioral Health Codes and 
discussed how they went about looking for definitions. He was surprised to find that even our state agencies did not agree 
on standard definitions thus they convened a partner meeting and found some consensus. He walked through some of 
the fundamental issues raised and how they resolved them including:   

o The distinction between IC10 and IC 9 behavioral codes.  
o Definition of overdose –just poison or do you look at patterns of abuse? They decided to go with a classic 

definition that an overdose is with a poison. 
o Coding practices –doctor or medical examiners do not code the record and this makes a difference.  
o Opioid antagonist–the group decided that it is not an opiate and one does not overdose on an opioid antagonist.  
o Drug analogs and designer drugs – medical examiners test for these in some cases and not in others, therefore 

consistency is lacking so you get spotty data.   
o Hospital discharge charges and economic impact of what gets paid. 

 
• Mr. Bailey clarified the spreadsheets sent out with the agenda and let members know that as they work through these 

spreadsheets, ADHS will make them available.  

o The first 3 sheets present the counts for different types of events. 
o Each sheet gives a summary for the drug and broken into several categories:   

 Unique admissions  
 ER admissions  
 Hospital admissions  
 Charges/estimated costs  
 Deaths (many deaths occur at home)  
 Medicaid  
 Breakouts of various demographic categories (sex, race, age, year, county)  

• Mr. Bailey added that alcohol seems to be a significant confounding factor in opioid use and they are looking for other 
such flags.  

Using Data to Empower Arizona Communities Training Update 

• Dr. Wolfersteig discussed a training held at the Cesar Chavez Conference on March 29, 2017 at the ASU West 
Campus that focused on minority health data and was well attended. 
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• Currently, Dr. Wolfersteig is expecting to finalize the contract with the Governor’s Office very soon as she is in the 
middle of discussions with three different groups for future trainings this summer.  

  
• Furthermore, Dr. Wolfersteig’s office has created a new training flyer to reflect the updates in the CDP website that 

will occur shortly.   
 

Next Meeting* 
• The next meeting is scheduled for May 17, 2017, with the following meeting on June 21, 2017.  

 
Call to Public* 

• Dr. Vivian asked for comments from the public. There was no questions or comments given by guests. 
  

Adjournment* 
• Dr. Kurth moved to adjourn.  
• Dr. Wolfersteig and Ms. Clark seconded.  
• Dr. Vivian dismissed the group at 2:19 pm. 

   
 

Dated the 19th day of April, 2017 
Substance Abuse Epidemiology Work Group 

Respectfully Submitted By: 
Wendy Boyle 

On behalf of the Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith and Family 


	092017_EPI_Agenda_FINAL
	041917_Epi_Minutes_FINAL
	SUBSTANCE ABUSE EPIDEMIOLOGY WORK GROUP


